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NILOA
bL[h!Ωǎ Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴ ƛǎ ǘƻ ŘƛǎŎƻǾŜǊ ŀƴŘ ŘƛǎǎŜƳƛƴŀǘŜ ŜŦŦŜŎǘƛǾŜ ǳǎŜ 
of assessment data to strengthen undergraduate education 

and support institutions in their assessment efforts.
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WHAT DOES A

A DEGREE REPRESENT?

seat time?

Carnegie credit hours?

grade point averages?

required courses?

clinical hours?

What do degrees represent 
in terms of learning?

All of these suggest what degrees 
represent in terms of numbers.



.ǳǘΧ
Do our assessments help answer these questions or prepare 
ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ŦƻǊ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ άǊŜŀƭ ǿƻǊƭŘέ ƻǊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƛŜƭŘ ƻŦ 
employment? 

How can we offer various approaches to authentically assess 
student learning ςnot just in our course, but how our 
courses connect and add up to an integrated degree or 
credential? 

Course Program College General Education



Curriculum Mapping and 
Assignments



Curriculum Mapping: The 
Process
Focused on curriculum and learning outcomes

Two-dimensional matrix representing courses on one axis and outcomes 
on the other

Faculty identify which courses address which learning outcomes

Is it an individual process or one of consensus building?

If two faculty members individually mapped the curriculum would they 
end up with the same map?



Examples





Time to Share
Have you done curriculum mapping?

What was the process?

What have you done with the map 
since?



Implications
While seemingly a very straightforward process ςidentify learning 
outcomes and where addressed ςthere are many assumptions behind 
ǘƘƛǎ ǇƻǘŜƴǘƛŀƭƭȅ άǎƛƳǇƭƛǎǘƛŎ ǘŀǎƪέ

Do our assumptions about alignment actually hold between the levels?

If map to broad outcomes, is consistency an issue or agreement on 
what the outcomes mean?

What is standard of alignment ςis one paper in one class enough within 
a program to say the outcome is addressed and met? How much is 
enough? What does it mean to introduce, reinforce, or master?



Why do curriculum mapping?
What are we hoping to achieve through mapping the curriculum?

Alignment (within a program, between general education and institutional 
goals, etc.)

Identifying where and how particular outcomes are expected, explicitly 
taught for, and assessed (Ewell, 2013)

Backwards design the curriculum

Understand the nature and role of course pre-requisites

Mapping as a lens ςit is a way of seeing organizational structure 
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Pathway to Success
______________

1. Why use Degree Qualifications Profile?
2. Curriculum and Instruction framework

3. Buy-in and alignment with current programs
4. Design and Build
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Why DQP for NLUôs Pathways Program?
______________

There was a need to develop a high-quality, consistent experience for 
Undergraduate Education at National Louis University.  By providing 
access through a $10,000-a-year Bachelorôs degree, many students have the 
chance to go to college.

Itôs our job to keep them there and graduate them with workplace-relevant 
skills.

DQP provided a research-based approach to curriculum framework that 
allowed for flexibility, an iterative model, customization and multiple 
approaches to assessment.
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Curriculum and Instruction Framework using DQP
______________

Å Utilize formative and summative assessments with adaptive and signature 
work

Å Students earn proficiency in 34 competencies throughout the program
Å Create consistent delivery of curriculum 
Å Define and outline the role of assessment through student progress
Å Provide continual feedback for recommended curriculum modifications as 

needed to meet expected outcomes
Å Develop a shared vocabulary and set of expectations for teaching and 

learning
Å Utilize research-based best practices that allow every student to succeed
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Design

Å DQP and a 
competency-
driven approach

Approve
ÅCPSA and NCE Deans

and Approval 
committees

Build

ÅExternal 
SMEôs and 
Luma work 
with HP3 
Team to 
design courses

Revise

Å Use feedback 
from students 
and Instructors
to revise.

Process Overview
______________
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What will our students learn and how will they demonstrate 
it?
______________

Å We used Bloomôs Taxonomy, AACUôs LEAP Essentials and DQP to write 
our competencies

Å Formative and summative assessments with adaptive and signature 
work

Å Integration and Application are the end results and demonstrations of 
learning

Å Vertical and horizontal competencies
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Competencies from DQP


